80               A BOOK OF INDIAN CULTURE
profound importance. One must not only have a clean
heart, but one must keep the idol clean; "for in it dwells
God". One must go on pilgrimages as well as give in
charity. One's food must be ritually pure as one's sou)
must also be pure. One must have five great virtues,
truthfulness, uprightness, compassion, charity, non-
destruction of life, but, equally, one must perform the five
great ceremonies. Loving devotion to God implies
observance of ritual as well as observance of morality.
Such, for example, in the religion of Ramanuja are some
of the difficulties under which ethics is, as it were, weighed
down. Love of God and good conduct are not enough;
they make only part of a heavy load attached to morality
as essential to it and increasing the burden of righteous-
ness. They are not enough in the minds of many
Christians, who think that one should go on a pilgrimage
once a week and attend to many ritualistic observances.
But on the whole we are freer, because we have fewer of
these rival obligations; though it must not be forgotten
that many Hindu sects also have renounced idolatry and
ritualism of all kinds in favour of faith and clean living.
But on the whole, what with all these inhibitions
exercised upon morality, of the age, of the environment,
and of the rubbish heap, piled high with caste, ritual,
Karma, and austerity, it is not probable that it will occur
to anybody to desire to exchange our own ethical inherit-
ance for that of India. So that there can be no harm in
standing off at a safe distance and calling closer attention
to any object of virtue that is to be admired there, even if
we decide not to import it for our own use.
There is in India a doctrine called non-injury, which in
some regards transcends any ethical teaching to be found